
Merry Christmas
and a Peaceful,
Purposeful 2024
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Dear Friends

Another year of activity! A highlight was a self-organized 
tour of Tanzania in February with Mary's siblings. We were 
privileged to see migrating herds of wildebeest and zebra in 
Serengeti National Park. We also saw many other animals, 
of course, including leopards, lions, giraffes, elephants, 
hyenas, cheetahs, etc. It was an outstanding experience.

Mary’s church-related travels took her to a variety of states 
such as Michigan, Illinois, Montana, Ohio, New Mexico, 
Wisconsin, Oregon, Massachusetts, and California. Graham 
accompanied her to some of these places, which led to 
spending a few days in March with Mary’s sisters Martha 
and Margaret in southwestern Washington State. An East 
Coast trip in late May gave Graham an opportunity to visit 
his sister Joy in Tennessee, and to call on Joy’s daughter 
Sarah in Rhode Island.

Returning from a road trip north to the San Francisco area in 
April, we visited Pinnacles National Park, where we spent a 
pleasant day hiking. The following day we were at Carrizo 
Plain National Monument and a location just to the north 
where we saw some of the wildflower “superbloom” 
resulting from last winter’s big rains in southern California.

October saw us in the southwest of Western Australia for a 
few weeks. It’s one of our favorite parts of the Australian 
continent, with tall forests and unique wildflowers.

The mysterious origin of Graham’s paternal grandfather, 
researched over several years with cousin Marian Bothwell, 
finally resulted in a nicely illustrated write-up about him, 
thanks to a descendant of his 1882 first marriage, who 
found wedding photos, complete with names on the back.

Mary continues learning Spanish. In August she and her 
sister Martha traveled to Oaxaca, southern Mexico, for two 
weeks at a Spanish language immersion school. Mary and 
Martha go back to Oaxaca for the last two weeks of 
December, and Graham will join them there so he can learn 
a little Spanish. Before then, we’ll have our usual 
Thanksgiving with Mary’s family in the Pacific Northwest.

May your Christmas be joyous, and your New Year be a 
blessed one.

Mary and Graham Bothwell
1710 Knollwood Drive
Pasadena, CA 91103-1908, U.S.A.
mary.bothwell@outlook.com, +1 626-222-4197 (Mary)
graham.bothwell@outlook.com, +1 626-222-7798 (Graham)



Lilac breasted roller

The Pinnacles

Among the boulders

Herd of windebeest and zebra, Serengeti N.P.

Lupines & poppies in creek bed

Breakfast with the migrating herd, Serengeti N.P.

— Margaret, Mary, Debbie, Bob, Martha, Graham

Lines of migrating wildebeest extend to the horizon

Tanzania, February 2023

Southwest of Western Australia, October 2023

Oaxaca, Mexico, August 2023

In Serengeti N.P.: 

Lion, hyenas, black 

backed jackall

Pinnacles National Park, California, April 2023

Honeyeater

Reynoldson Reserve, Wongan Hills Wallaby  

Afternoon in the Zócalo, Oaxaca

Giraffes, Tarangire National Park

Four playful cheetah cubs beside the road, Tarangire N.P.

Elephants, Tarangire National Park

Tanzania, February, 2023

Karri trees, far southwest, third tallest trees in the world

Two woylies, Barna Mia reserve (at night)

Crowned crane Bee‑eaterIn Tlacolula:  Veggie vendor Rug & tapestry weaver


